
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

Fri 15 Oct: Harvest 

Donations 

Fri 22 Oct: Non pupil day 

25-29 Oct: Half term 

31 Oct: Deadline for Yr6 

applications to secondary 

schools 

Mon 1 Nov: Non pupil day 

Tues 2 Nov: Monday 

menu 

Fri 26 Nov: Shoebox 

donations due 

Thurs 2 Dec: Flu 

Immunisations 

Fri 17 Dec: Non pupil day 

Newsletter – Wednesday 13 October 2021 

COVID update: we currently have a high number of covid cases in Y6 – 

10 positive cases as of yesterday evening, Tuesday 12 October – this is 

the total across the two classes.  We also have 1 positive case in Y3 (3D) 

and 2 positive staff cases.  We have additional measures in place in Y6 

such as a separate bubble for Y6 for playtimes and lunchtimes to reduce 

mixing.  We have also been advised for families to book a PCR for their 

child in Y6. 

Eco Alert: Be the change you want to see.  Please join us in making a 

change to help our environment.  Every little helps.  Matilda and Phoebe 

have made re-cycled angels, ch-angels.  Please make your pledge and 

we will provide you with a ch-angel.  The ch-angel will help remind you 

of our pledge to change.  This could be one tiny change to help the 

environment: 

 Turn off the lights when you leave a room 

 Turn off the water when you are brushing your teeth 

 Walk or scoot to school instead of going in the car 

 Have shorter showers 

 Create less food waste 

 Eat vegetarian once a week 

 Have a single use plastic free lunch box contents 

Or anything that you can do to help the environment………..Each class in school have made a pledge and we 

would like families at home to join us to.  Please email us admin@exminsterschool.co.uk and subject as ‘Ch-

angels’ to let us know who you are and what your pledge will be.  We will collect these together and 

distribute a recycled ‘Ch-angel’ to you to remind you of your pledge. 

On way system: please be aware, we are still operating the one way system at school pick up and drop off.  

Please pass this information on to other family members who may be coming to school to support with 

dropping off or collecting your child. 

PE kit: Years 1-6 can come into school in their PE kit of their PE days.  This is no longer a covid-related 

requirement.  This is to maximize the time we can spend being active and involved in PE rather than 

changing into and out of PE kit.  If it is cold, your child may want to wear tracksuit bottoms.  If they want to 
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wear shorts underneath, they can do this.  Children need to wear school PE kit on top – yellow round neck t-

shirt and a school jumper.  No hoodies or other sweatshirts please. 

Young Minds: thank you for your support with our fundraising day on Friday.  We made a total of 379.50 for 

Young Minds charity. 

Love reading: This is a great website that reviews new books for different age groups.  With Christmas (sorry 

for mentioning this in October) just round the corner, if you wanted to look at the most recent books and 

recommendation, take a look at this link: 

https://clicks.lovereading.co.uk/v/clY/maTJfyDd2hEmX5zcHCPhky/f888857d 

Road safety:  

1- Please be aware that local residents may be driving and accessing their houses at school pick up and drop 

off times.  Take extra care if you are walking down the back lane.  This is a private road so parents are not 

able to drive down there.  Parents are able to walk down there in order to access our school but please do 

be aware that at times, there may be local residents needing to access their homes.   

2- Children on scooters, please be aware of other pedestrians, not riding too close to the road, and to stay 

close to their adults.  We will remind children of this in school but please do also highlight this message at 

home in order to keep children safe. 

Letter from the Head of Education, Dawn Stabb: see the attached letter to all parents/carers. 

Secondary School Places: Devon County Council have asked us to remind families of Year 6 children who still 

need to apply for a secondary school place that they need to do so before the 31st October. The easiest way 

for these families to apply is online by visiting www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline 

School Crossing Patrol: The crossing point outside Exminster School meets the criteria for a Devon County 

Council (DCC) funded School Crossing Patrol. However, like many other vacant sites around the county DCC 

has not received any applications or informal enquiries.  In light of this the County Council is considering 

funding a permanent improved crossing point, possibly a Zebra crossing on Main Road outside the front of 

the school, subject to its technical feasibility and gaining approval through council democratic processes. 

They would look to carry out a feasibility study this financial year, with the aim of installing an improved 

crossing point during the school summer holidays of 2022. We would like to gather opinion from our parents 

and carers as well as the wider community about which option they would prefer. If you would like to share 

your thoughts on this please complete the Google Form using the link by 01/11/2021. 

https://forms.gle/D6NKzCRWKduThvgu8 

Nits: Unfortunately we are currently experiencing an outbreak of nits in the school.  Head lice are very 

common amongst primary school children and can easily be transferred by head to head contact.  

Prevention is the key and we therefore recommend that all long hair is tied back and you check your child’s 

head on a weekly basis.  Unfortunately head lice are becoming more resilient to chemicals and we have 
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found the most effective treatment is to apply lots of conditioner and comb through thoroughly using a nit 

comb before rinsing out. 

Parent Carer Forum Devon: We have been asked to signpost parents to Parent Carer Forum Devon to 

support the development of SEND services in Devon. Please complete the survey (see attached) to 

contribute to the development process. 

 

Things have been tough for everyone, and we want to understand the challenges of families of children with 

SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) in Devon. 

 

We have 1000 free wellbeing boxes to send to families who complete our survey. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ParentCarerForumDevonSurveyAutumn2021 

 

If your child has any kind of additional needs, we care about how things are. We want to hear from lots of 

people, whether you have a diagnosis or not. 

 

We are interested in your experiences if your child might be dyslexic, has difficulty concentrating or has a bit 

of extra support in school. We also want to hear from families whose children are in mainstream schools or 

settings, are home schooled or are in special schools, or even if they're not able to attend school at the 

moment. We want to understand what it's like right across Devon whether you're in Tavistock or Tiverton, 

Barnstaple or Kingsbridge. 

 

We share the lived experience of SEND families with strategic decision-makers & service providers in 

Devon. Our aim is to make sure that services provided by education, health and care meet the needs of 

children with SEND and their families. 

 

|f you want to find out more about Parent Carer Forum Devon and what we do, find us on Facebook or 

check out our website: 

www.parentcarerforumdevon.org 

 

Complete our survey and it won't be long before one of our wellbeing boxes lands on your doorstep! 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ParentCarerForumDevonSurveyAutumn2021
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Menu Swap on first day back: We have a non-pupil day on Friday 22nd October, half term is Monday 25 to 

Friday 29 Nov and we have another non pupil day on Monday 1 Nov. When we come back to school on 

Tuesday 2 Nov we will be using the Monday Menu as below. Wednesday 3 Nov will be back to the normal 

menu. 

Tuesday 2 Nov           Wednesday 3 Nov 

   

Harvest Celebration: On Friday 15th October, we will be having our Harvest Celebration. As part of this, we 

would like to donate items to Exeter food bank; any non-perishable in-date goods would be very welcome 

(see below for more details). Please drop off your donations in the crates by the front or back gate either at 

the start or end of Friday 15th October. School can issue vouchers for this and food boxes can then be 

collected from the Westbank. If you, or someone you know, is in need of support please speak to Hannah 

Parker or email admin@exminsterschool.co.uk using the subject Foodbank. 

We would like to thank you for your continued support. 
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Dawlish Water Rotary Club Shoe Box Appeal: We will be supporting the Dawlish Water Rotary Club 

International for Cr2ee again this year with their appeal for shoe boxes full of useful items to donate to 

children and families in Moldova. If you would like to donate please see the list of suggested items below 

and bring your shoe box/es into school by 26 November.  

 

  


